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Monday, Oct 14 - 7 pm Homewood Public Library

Turkey Creek Nature Preserve – a Conservation Update
Sunday, Oct. 20

Trip to Bibb County
Glades
Join the Blanche Dean
Chapter for a Field Trip to
the Bibb County Glades on
Sunday, Oct. 20. Meet
Patrick Daniel (landscape
designer and native plant
geek) & Linda Sherk (BD
president) in the parking lot
of Trader Joe’s / Barnes &
Noble on Oct 20th at 8AM.
Bring plenty of water,
sunscreen, bug spray, hats,
walking sticks and
appropriate footwear for
walking on a rock outcrop.
This is a moderate hike. You
may look forward to seeing
fall blooming plants such as:
grasses (Woolly Sheath
Threeawn, Sideoats Gama,
Wiry Witch Grass, Little
Bluestem, Indian Grass),
Great Plains Ladies’
Tresses, Clasping Aster,
False Boneset, Pink
Thoroughwort, Cahaba
Fleabane, Lanceleaf Blanket
Flower, Solidago rigida,
Elmleaf Goldenrod &
Slenderleaf False Foxglove.
Afterwards we will have
lunch together in Montevallo.
Questions: Linda Sherk 205415-1643blt111 or email
blt@bellsouth.net.

Come hear Charles Yeager,
Resident Manager of the
Turkey Creek Nature Preserve,
tell us about the Preserve, its
ecology, and the things he and
volunteers are currently doing
to protect and improve habitat
for the Creek’s endangered
species. Charles, who has
managed the Preserve since
2012, is a native of Irondale
and received a B.A. in Urban
Environmental Studies from
Birmingham-Southern College.
He completed internships with
the Freshwater Land Trust and
DeSoto State Park, as well as
field studies in Longleaf Pine
Ecology, Acquatic Ecology,
and Herpetology. His senior
research thesis was published
in the Journal of Herpetology
in 2013.
Prior to his work at
Turkey Creek, Charles served
as a field biologist for NOAA,
assessing oyster populations

following the Deepwater Horizon incident.
Besides managing daily activities at Turkey
Creek, Charles also directs the Preserve’s
Education programs, which reaches 6,000
participants every year – while championing
environmental awareness through restoration
projects, municipal partnerships & community
outreach. Come hear him on Oct. 14!

Mark your calendars
October 6

Freshwater Land Trust’s Guided Hike of High Ore Line Trail

October 14

Meeting of the Blanche Dean Chapter at Homewood Public Library

October 18:

Endangered Species Tour of Jefferson County Freshwater Land
Trust and Alabama Tree Farms

October 20:

Field trip to Bibb County Glades

Nov. 1-3

Fall Meeting of the Alabama Wildflower Society in Tuscumbia

Nov. 1 -3 Tuscumbia

Freshwater Land Trusts announces the following public events

Register now
for AWS fall
meeting!
This fall’s AWS meeting will be
special, as we are touring two
of the most beautiful places in
North Alabama and hearing a
splendid speaker on Saturday
night.
The Dismals Canyon
Saturday, we will visit CANE
CREEK PRESERVE owned by
Jim and Faye Lacefield. A
beautiful 700+ acres, the
Preserve has stunning
waterfalls and deep overhangs
once housing native Indians.
Parts of the walk are strenuous,
but the Lacefield’s have a
vehicle that can take the
handicapped among us to the
bottom where the walking is
easy. Our Saturday night
dinner will be at the Coldwater
Mill Restaurant, and the
speaker will be Patrick
Thompson, with the Alabama
Plant Conservation Alliance of
the Donald E. Davis Arboretum,
who will be speaking on the
Georgia Aster, a species in
decline.
On Sunday, we will drive to the
Dismals Canyon in Haleyville
off Hwy. 43. Cut-off date for
receiving a special room rate at
the Microtel Inn and Suites is
Oct. 25, so be sure to call now
and mention AWS. The motel
is located at 1852 Hwy 72 East,
Tuscumbia. 256-248-0055 or
256-320-4079.). For an extra
treat, come early on Friday and
visit the Alabama Music Hall of
Fame.

Sunday 10/6: Guided 2-mile hike on the
High Ore Line Trail which spans from
Midfield to Wenonah Road passing over
Valley Creek to near Red Mountain.
Connecting neighborhoods in west
Birmingham to Midfield, the High Ore Line
Trail blends the urban industrial suburbs with
natural, preserved green space. Most
importantly, the High Ore Line Trail is a
project that makes sure the western
neighborhoods of Birmingham get their own
piece of the puzzle. This hike is easy to
moderate on a paved trail. Please wear
comfortable walking shoes.
LOCATION/PARKING: Meet at 2 p.m. at the
Venice Road entrance to Red Mountain Park.
Use these coordinates in Google Maps:
33.4403123, -86.8892199

Friday, 10/18: Endangered Species Tour
The Freshwater Land Trust, along with Alabama
Tree Farm, is hosting our second-annual
Endangered Species Tour of Jefferson
County! The tour is free for registered
participants and will cover seven locations in
Jefferson County where endangered species are
being protected. The event is intended to give
landowners and other conservation-minded
stakeholders an opportunity to connect and learn
more about the work being done to protect
endemic aquatic life, especially the watercress,
rush, and vermilion darters. The tour is free to
registered participants and includes lunch. A
shuttle bus is available for the first 40 participants
to register. Register at
http://freshwaterlandtrust.org/species-tour-2019/
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Florida mangroves moving northward. Currently, the migration is being studied
by the U.S. Geological Survey Predicting Future Mangrove Forest Migration in the Everglades
Under Rising Sea Level project, among others. Scientists expect mangroves to migrate
towards the poles in both hemispheres as climate change accelerates.
As mangroves migrate, they can displace other coastal native plant communities, such as salt
marshes. Salt marshes, in turn, appear also to be migrating as sea level rise sends salt
water inland. Researchers in the Chesapeake Bay examined the seeds in the soil (seed
banks) in soils stretching from the coastal marsh to the nearest forest. They found seeds of
salt-tolerant marsh species as much as 15 meters into the upland forest community. Species
with a wide range of salt tolerance were found most frequently in the seed banks, suggesting
that seed bank diversity allows for plant community resilience in response to unpredictable
environmental changes.
The study’s authors concluded “If we are to maintain marshes, inland migration will be an

important aspect of preserving marsh area and ecosystem services.”
An article in the online journal "Botany One" discussing the Chesapeake Bay study notes
that understanding more of how wetlands move could help protect communities from some of
the damage of rising sea levels.

These phenomena are not confined to coasts. Many alpine native plant
communities are migrating upward as temperatures rise at higher elevations.
The Global Observation Research Initiative in Alpine Environments (GLORIA)
monitors mountain plant communities throughout the world.
In this era of accelerating climate change, understanding these migrations is critical
to planning and building climate resilient cities and towns as well as to conserving
native plant communities and their ecosystem services.

Blanche Dean Chapter of the Alabama Wildflower Society

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 MEETING
Tonight’s meeting was
held at the Homewood
Public Library. President
Linda Sherk called the
meeting to order shortly
before 7:10 p.m.
Attendees were: Marty
Schulman, Ida and
Charles Gleaton, Linda
Sherk, Larry Stephens,
Chris Underwood, Karen
Hutchinson, Carol Ogle,
David Shepard, Anita
Caudle, Karen Larsen,
Louise Billings, Jim &
Virginia Crim, James and
Peggy Lowery, John and
Kathleen Stack, Ken and
Vicki Marion, Chris
Heckemeyer, Verna
Gates, Paulette Ogard,
Susan Hammack, Marie
Rush, Linda Xia, Jay
Eubank, Derek Hautte,
Noah & Cheryl Bowman.
Treasurer Ida Gleaton
announced that we had
$2432.30 in the bank. All
were informed that that
we would be visiting the
Bibb County Glades on
Oct. 20. Tee-shirts were
available for a small sum.
For additional info
regarding activities,
contact Pres. Sherk @
#205-415-1643 or
blt111@bellsouth.net.
Our illustrious speaker
for this evening was Mark
Bailey, co-founder and
Senior Biologist with
Conservation Southeast,
Inc. and previous
zoologist for the Nature
Conservancy’s Alabama
Natural Heritage Program.
The topic he presented
survey of his new book.

“Lizards and Snakes of
Alabama.” Copies were
inadvertently not available
but can be purchased
through Amazon.
Much credit was given to
Mr. Bailey’s collaborators
such as “Derek, the photo
expert”, and others. Some
were present with us tonight.
Before commencing,
allow it to be absorbed that
very few subjects dazzle,
titillate, terrorize, tantalize,
and mesmerize as does a
foray into “snakes”. Whether
this is secondary to
evolutionary genetics, or
cultural influences such as
religious training, or a
combination of both,
tonight’s event was no
exception. When an indigo
snake was displayed for
examination, some allowed
themselves to be enveloped
like a telephone pole. Others
refused to depart from their
seating. The creature was
indeed a sleek specimen of
LIFE.
Snakes and lizards are
biologically classified as
“squamates”. There are five
families for lizards and three
for snakes. Some species
are imperiled. About half are
apparently stable as regards
an outlook for survival.
Most of the
presentation dealt with the
various snakes, their habitat,
and their category of “peril”.
As concerns the latter, some
mentioned were the eastern
diamondback rattler (an
aficionado of sand and
significantly more prevalent
in the coastal area); the

Carolina pygmy
rattlesnake, (usually less
than 2 feet in length); the
eastern coral snake,
(formerly not uncommon
in south Alabama); the
prairie
.
kingsnake; the eastern
coachwhip; the red corn
snake; the black pine
snake (a showy, hissing
critter, not venomous but
will strike); the Florida
pine snake; the rainbow
snake (very attractive and
primarily confined to
deep-south Alabama); the
hog-nosed snake, called
a puff adder; and the
eastern indigo snake
(which is receiving much
attention as regards a
revival effort.)

timber rattlesnake; the
red milk snake; the
southeastern crowned
snake; and, not to neglect
the lizards, the eastern
slender glass lizard, which
is widespread and
“snakelike.” One nonnative variety mentioned
was the Turkish house
gecko. Although not
wide-spread, it is useful to
humankind in that it is a
voracious consumer of
cockroaches.
The gathering came to
a close shortly after 8:10
p.m. We will come
together again on October
14, 2019.

Respectfully Submitted,
Charles E. Gleaton,
Recorder

Author Mark Bailey’s
latest book in the Gosse
Nature Series

Beauty is said to be in the
eyes of the beholder but
some squamates labelled
“more attractive” include
the copperhead (the
leader in venomous bites
although rarely with
human fatalities); the

Local Birmingham firm may put Okefenokee at risk!
Sad, but true -- A
Birmingham firm wants to
strip mine near the
Okefenokee Swamp,
thereby endangering one of
America’s most beautiful
places. According to the
National Wildlife Refuge
Association, Twin Pines
Minerals of Birmingham, AL
has applied to the State of
Georgia and to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers for
permits to begin strip
mining on thousands of
acres near Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge.
The operation would
almost certainly lower
groundwater and
permanently alter the

hydrology of the refuge.
Phase I of the operation
calls for to excavating 2,400
acres of adjacent land to an
average depth of 50 feet.
Work could continue for 30
years. The Okefenokee is
one of the most valued
parks in America, a living
laboratory, and a major
economic driver in the
area. Although the
deadline for comments has
passed, our voices should
still be heard. Click this
link to the National Wildlife
Refuge Association to let
the U.S. Army Corp of
Engineers know that the
Okefenokee must not be
put at risk.

Okefenokee Swamp

The largest mosaic of public lands and waters in
the world - the National Wildlife Refuge System is threatened by insufficient funding, oil and gas
exploration, border walls, development and road
construction.
We work to protect these areas but we cannot
achieve our goals alone. We need your help.
https://www.refugeassociation.org/

visit us on facebook as
Blanche Dean Chapter of Alabama Wildflower Society
or on our website: www.alabamawildflower.org
President - Linda Sherk

. Vice President of Programs - Marty Schulman . Treasurer – Ida Gleaton . Recorder – Charles Gleaton
Chris Underwood - Newsletter & Web Site - Karen Hutchinson

Annual dues support the cost of our frequent gatherings, the speakers at the meetings, our field trips and the
newsletter. Although membership dues are accepted throughout the year monies are formally collected
at the annual pot luck meeting in March.
If you would like to pay your dues, please make your check payable to
Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS and send it to our treasurer:
Ida Gleaton - 3201 Argonne Forest Lane - Duncanville AL 35456

Individual Membership is $10; Family Membership is $15.
The Blanche Dean Chapter would like to offer the opportunity to join the
Alabama Wildflower Society, our state organization.

Individual Membership is $10; Family Membership is $15
Please make check payable to: Margie Anderton, 271 Co. Rd 68, Killen, AL 35645
Or include it with your Blanche Dean dues check and we will give it to the state AWS society.

visit us on facebook as

