
Alabama Wildflower Society:  

Blanche Dean Chapter 

Joint Meeting at the Zoo Sept .  14th at 7 PM  

We are excited to return to the zoo for a joint meeting of 

the AWS: Blanche Dean Chapter and the AL Paleo  

Society.  We are very pleased to announce that our 

next meeting’s speakers will be John Cooke, a local 

amateur paleontologist, and AL Paleo Society        

President,  Ashley Allen.  For those of you who are not 

aware, John has collected a spectacular assemblage of 

Pennsylvanian plant fossils over the last three decades. 

The bulk of his collection is currently being accessioned 

into the collection of the Smithsonian's Museum of 

Natural History.  John and Ashley will present a lecture 

focused on how he went about single-handedly        

acquiring these specimens as well as a look at specific 

items in his collection, which includes at least one     

species new to science. The title of their combined talk 

is: John Cooke's Paleo Garden: A Pennsylvanian     

Botanic Tour de Force." 

How exciting to hear this story 

first hand!  Looking forward to 

seeing you all on the 14th at 7 

PM – the second Monday of 

September due to the Labor 

Day holiday. Remember, this is 

a joint meeting so we will meet 

at the Birmingham Zoo Audito-

rium,  just outside the main gate 

turnstile. Please see the paleo 

website for further details 

(www.alabamapaleo.org ) 

Wildflower and Paleo groups plan joint meeting at the Zoo ! 

September 2015 

Cooke holds a photo of the fossil 

that garnered the most attention 

from visitors to his backyard 

building. John Cooke has spent 

decades hunting and collecting 

fossilized remains of what he 

calls Alabama's original forest 

that dates back 300 million 

years. Recently scientists from 

the Smithsonian have taken an 

interest in a yet to be named 

species of tree he has discov-

ered.  

(Frank Couch\fcouch@al.com)  

Calendar of Events: 

9/12— AWS/BDC Fieldtrip to 

Moss Rock Preserve 

9/14—Zoo Joint Meeting with 

AWS/BDC&AL Paleo @ 7 PM  

9/27—Myers Nursery  to edu-

cate public on native plants. 

10/12—Turkey Creek Native 

Plant Nursery clean up day. 

10/16,17,18—AWS Fall Meeting 

at Ruffner Mtn & Turkey Creek 

10/29,30,31—Central South 

Native Conference at BBG 

11/2—AWS/BDC meeting 
@BBG Chris Bennett 
Author of Southeast  

Foraging  7 PM  

Science Café Group will discuss the 

bumble bee decline in North America.   

 

Mark your calendars for September 15th 

as we welcome 

Jeffrey D. Lozier, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Biological Sciences- 

Univ. of Alabama  

  

His talk will cover his general work on identifying the severity and potential 

causes of bumble bee decline in North America.  

The group meets @ John's downtown, starts at 6:30 PM but gather as early as 

6 for food & drink (@ your expense but no charge for meeting-order @ bar 

when entering restaurant, tell them you'll be @ meeting which is in room R 

past bar).  

Date: August 17, 2015 

  Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Inte-

rior_press@ios.doi.gov 

Randy Eardley (BLM), 208-387-5895 

  

Interior Department Releases National 

Seed Strategy for Landscape Scale  

Rehabilitation and Restoration 

Effort Uses Plant & Pollinator Sci-

ence Collaboration at all Levels to Make 

Land More Resilient to Drought, Fires, Inva-

sive Species 

 

BOISE, IDAHO – As part of a comprehen-

sive, science-based strategy to address the 

threat of wildfires that are damaging land-

scapes across the West, the Department of the 

Interior today announced the release of a Na-

tional Seed Strategy for rehabilitation and 

restoration to help foster resilient and healthy 

landscapes. 

  

The Strategy, developed in partnership with the Plant Conservation Alliance and the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, is meant to guide ecological restoration across major land-

scapes, especially for those lands damaged by rangeland fires, invasive species, severe 

storms and drought. The Strategy is in place to put emphasis on the importance of plant-

ing appropriate seeds to help grow plant life and pollinator habitat, which are critical 

natural defenses against climate change. 

  

“Having the right seed in the right place at the right time makes a major difference in the 

health of our landscapes,” said U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell. “This is a col-

laborative effort to ensure that we’re taking a landscape level approach to supporting 

lands that are more resilient to drought, intense fires and invasive species.” 

  

In 2012, more than two million acres of sagebrush habitat burned in four western states. 

Now, worsening landscape scale disturbances, like wildfires and drought, have exacer-

bated land managers’ need for mechanisms that build a natural defense against a changing 

climate. 

  

In the East, Hurricane Sandy caused widespread damage to native plant habitats that sta-

bilize soils, filter water and absorb storm surges. A chronic shortage of native seed for 

restoration purposes left those landscapes vulnerable to hostile species and erosion, while 

undermining their ability to build up resilience, support wildlife and economic activity. 

The National Seed Strategy outlines coordinated and focused research, as well as im-

provements in seed production and restoration technology to increase the availability of 

genetically appropriate, locally adapted seed. The research findings identified in the Strat-

egy will inform the development of new management tools to aid in restoration planning 

and implementation. 

  

Deputy Director of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Steve Ellis announced the 

strategy today at the BLM Boise Regional Seed Warehouse. He was joined by BLM 

Idaho State Director Tim Murphy; Chicago Botanic Garden, Vice President of Science 

Dr. Greg Mueller (Representing the Plant Conservation Alliance); U.S. Forest Service 

Resource Staff Officer Boise National Forest, Lynn Oliver, and Lucky Peak Nursery 

Manager Boise, Clark Fleege; American Seed Trade Association, Chair, Risa DeMasi; as 

well as Jerry Benson, president, of BFI Native Seeds. 

  

“Large, disturbed areas must be replanted quickly to avoid severe erosion or colonization 

by non-native invasive plants,” Deputy Director Ellis said. “In many cases, it has been 

difficult to obtain and deliver adequate quantities of the appropriate seed to meet a re-

gion’s particular need. This Strategy builds on the significant achievements we are mak-

ing in landscape restoration, and calls for an unprecedented level of collaboration and 

commitment to further enhance the nation’s supply and distribution of the right seeds.” 

  

“Our national grasslands and forests are threatened by an ever-increasing occurrence of 

wildfire and invasive plants, and need to be restored,” said Carlos Rodriguez-Franco, For-

est Service Acting Deputy Chief for Research and Development. “Native seeds for wild-

flowers, trees, shrubs, and grasses are essential to restore lands damaged from wildfire 

and to restrict advancement of non-native plants to create resilient, adaptive landscapes 

for wildlife to flourish. This National Seed Strategy will help ensure the success of post 

wildfire restoration efforts to create native habitat for wildlife. It underscores the value of 

Federal partners working together to be good stewards of the environment on behalf of 

the American people.” 

  

The Strategy involves creating a national network of facilities (federal, tribal, state, local 

and private) that would provide seed storage resources. This network would support the 

Presidential Memorandum on Pollinators and help increase the availability of native seed 

to a broader user base. The Strategy also calls for the coordinated establishment of a na-

tionwide network of native seed collectors, a network of farmers and growers working to 

develop seed, a network of nurseries and seed storage facilities to supply adequate quanti-

ties of appropriate seed, and a network of restoration ecologists working on the ground. 

While the use of native seed is encouraged, the Strategy does not preclude the use of non-

native seed in the instances where it is appropriate. 

Sophia Shaw, CEO of Chicago Botanic Garden and chair of the Plant Conservation Alli-

ance Non-Federal Cooperators Committee, said the Strategy was a major step forward for 

restoration and rehabilitation. “The cooperators look forward to helping federal agencies 

implement the strategy across the country,” Shaw said. 

  

The Seed Strategy does not change or create new policy, but provides a framework for 

increased collaboration and a common set of goals by using the collective resources of 

participating agencies. It also aims to provide all land managers – federal, tribal, state, 

county, and private – the tools they need to address ecological restoration at all levels. 

  

The Strategy is also a major action item called for in the Interior Department’s rangeland 

fire strategy to address the increasing threat of wildfires that damage vital sagebrush land-

scapes and productive rangelands in the West, especially in the Great Basin states of Cali-

fornia, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon and Utah. That strategy outlines the need to aggressively 

restore fire-impacted landscapes using native seed and local vegetation.  

  

The Conservation Objectives Team (COT) report, prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service to guide efforts to conserve the Greater sage-grouse, highlighted the importance 

of restoring sagebrush ecosystems to healthy native sagebrush plant communities. As 

invasive annuals like cheatgrass replace native perennial bunch grass communities, the 

frequency and intensity of rangeland fires increases. For this reason, the COT emphasized 

that 'every effort must be made to retain and restore native plant communities to reduce 

the risk of fire in the sagebrush ecosystem.' 

Envisioned and initiated by the BLM as collaboration between partners, the Strategy was 

developed in concert with many local, state and federal partners, including the Plant Con-

servation Alliance (PCA). The PCA is an umbrella organization of more than 300 non-

federal partners who work together to conserve and restore native plant communities 

across the United States, including biologists, resources managers and soil scientists. 

 

The goals and objectives for the strategy were initially created during a Seed Conference 

held in Washington, D.C., in June 2014. Private seed growers and organizations such as 

the Western Governors’ Association have also engaged during the development of the 

strategy. 

 

The 12 federal agencies also engaged in the development of the strategy include the De-

partment of the Interior (BLM, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

U.S. Geological Survey and the National Park Service); Department of Agriculture 

(Agricultural Research Service, National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service, and U.S. Forest Service); Department of Transportation 

(Federal Highway Administration); the Smithsonian Institution; and the U.S. Botanic Gar-

den. 
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AWS Blanche Dean Chapter  

Field Trip to  

Moss Rock Preserve on  

September 12, 2015 

Gold and Purple is the theme of the day. We’ll take a short walk through 
house-sized sandstone boulders and through a remnant longleaf pine forest 
to the glade to see Nuttall's rayless goldenrod (Bigelowia nuttallii), small-
headed blazing star (Liatris microcephala), and Menge's fameflower 
(Phemeranthus mengesii).Michelle Reynolds will lead the hike. Two meeting 
options: Meet Linda Sherk (205-415-1643) at 9:00 AM in the Barnes & No-
ble parking lot of the Summit Shopping Center, or meet Michelle Rey-
nolds (205-914-7077) at 9:30AM in the gravel parking area off of the 
roundabout at the intersection of Village Green Way and Preserve Park-
way. Bring water, snacks, bug spray, and wear appropriate clothing and 
sturdy shoes for a moderate hike on hilly terrain. Plan on joining us after-
wards for lunch at Asia Cuisine (Chinese & Vietnamese) at 539 John Haw-
kins Parkway, Hoover, AL 35344 (near Publix). For GPS, use 617 Preserve 
Parkway, Hoover, AL. This should direct you to the Boulder Field Trail Head 
parking lot. 

Agenda for The Alabama Wildflower Society Fall Meeting  
on October 16, 17 & 18, 2015 In Birmingham, Alabama 

 
Accommodations will be at the Hilton Garden Inn (3230 Edwards Lake Parkway, 
Birmingham, Alabama 35235).  Telephone number for reservations is 205-655-
5222.  Ten rooms are set aside for The Alabama Wildflower Society.  Seven rooms 
have two queen size beds and three rooms have king size beds.  Cost is $119 plus 
tax with up to 4 breakfasts per room.  When making reservations mention the code 
AWS or Alabama Wildflower Society.   
 
Check in time is 3 PM on Friday, October 16.  
Early arrivers and local members meet Marty Schulman in the parking lot at 2:30 
for a short drive (10 miles) to the Irondale Furnace Ruins (1863-1873).  This fur-
nace was built in 1863 by Wallace S. McElwain under contract to the Confederate 
Government to supply pig iron to the arsenal in Selma.  Easy short walk.  After-
wards, check in and dinner at restaurant of your choice.  List and directions will be 
provided. 
 
Saturday, October 17-   We will leave by 9 AM from the Hilton Inn parking lot and 
carpool to Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve (1214  81

st
 Street South).  Michelle 

Reynolds (writer, artist and naturalist) will meet us at 9:30 AM and we will walk to 
the quarry to see fall wildflowers (moderate hike).  Please wear appropriate clothes 
for hiking and bring water. 
 
Lunch (noon to 2 PM )  on Saturday will be in the    
Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve’s meeting room.  
Michelle Reynolds will present a program about the 
native plants of Ruffner Mt.  Bring a picnic lunch, wa-
ter and tea will be provided.  A short business meet-
ing will be held to elect new officers and handle any 
other business.  
 
On Saturday afternoon, we will caravan to Ruffner CT for a short, not very difficult, 
hike to several areas: the Ruffner #1 mine, the artesian well, the wetlands, and 
possibly the Sandstone Ridge Trail (pawpaw, beautyberry, strawberry bush, 
Cranesfly orchids, etc.)  Afterwards you will return to the hotel and select a restau-
rant of your choice.  List and directions provided. 
 
Sunday, October 18 – We will check out and leave the Hilton Garden Inn by 9 AM 
and head to Turkey Creek Nature Preserve and meet Charles Yeager (Manager) 
at 9:30 AM .  Charles will give some history of the area and be our guide while we 
are there.  Plenty of fall wildflowers to be seen.   Easy to moderate walk.  Bring 
water and appropriate clothing.  We will dismiss from there.   
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone this fall. 

Blanche Dean Chapter mem-
bers...please help by donating a 
dessert for lunch.  If you can 
help contact Linda Sherk at  
205-415-1643 or email at 
blt111@bellsouth.net 
Appreciate your help! 

Volunteer Opportunities 
The Blanche Dean Chapter of the 

Alabama Wildflower Society will be 

at Myers Plants and Pottery  

(2935 Pelham Parkway) on Sunday, 

September 27, 2015 from 1 to 5 PM .  

 

We will have a table setup to give the 

public a chance to come by and meet 

us,  let us answer questions about  

native plants,  explain their impor-

tance to our environment and suggest 

the best native plants for their land-

scaping. Anyone joining our chapter  

receives a free native plant grown by 

Patrick Daniel (member). 

 

Can you help?  Contact Linda Sherk 

at blt111@bellsouth.net or call her at 

205-415-1643 . 

Native Plant Nursery at 

Turkey Creek Nature Preserve 

Work Day  Monday,  

Oct 12th at 9AM till noon 

 

Help Turkey Creek get ready for 

the state AWS fall meeting .  

Can you help clean up and iden-

tify some native  plants? 

 

Bring gloves and a lunch and we 

will eat at noon before we leave.  

Dessert, tea and water will be 

provided by the Friends of     

Turkey Creek. 

 

Meet at the entrance gate at 9AM . 

 

 (3906 Turkey Creek Road,  

Pinson)  

Call Karen : 205-218-6800 

AL Paleo Society        

President,  Ashley Allen 

Check out all the 

fall events planned 

at Petals from the 

Past.     

An interesting class 

on native plants will 

be held on Sept. 20! 

 

http://

petalsfrom-

thepast.com/

events.html 

Of Interest to Educators and 
Nature Lovers 

 
The Alabama Natural Heritage 
Program has just released the 
2015 edition of the Alabama 
Inventory List, detailing the 
flora and fauna within the state 
of Alabama that are listed as 
rare, threatened and endan-
gered.  
This is a free resource for na-
ture lovers, and educators. Get 
your copy here.  

 

http://www.cawaco.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Alabama-Inventory-List.pdf 
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