Alabama Wildflower Society:

Blanche Dean Chapter
1st 2015 meeting ! Potluck Dinner- March 2
March 2015 News

and Meeting about the American Chestnut Tree!
We will have our first meeting of 2015 Monday, March 2nd at 6:30. It is our annual Potluck Dinner meeting so bring your favorite
dish and join us for some great food. Our
speaker will be our own Marty Schulman on
the topic of the American Chestnut Tree.
Marty will talk to us about the history of the
demise of the American Chestnut, the impact
on the tree's social & ecological role, & the
current efforts underway to restore the tree to
the eastern forests. Hope to see you at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens at 6:30 on the
2nd!
Arborist David McClain climbs this American Chestnut tree which
was discovered around 2005 in the Talladega National Forest.
The tree, about 85 feet tall, had escaped the blight that killed
billions of American Chestnuts, once the dominant hardwood
tree in Eastern forests along the Appalachian Mountains. (The
Birmingham News / Frank Couch)

Please remember to send in your
2015 Membership Dues !

The Blanche Dean Chapter of the Alabama
Wildflower Society
Encompasses the Greater Birmingham Area.
To contact us with questions about our society…please email us at: membership@alabamawildflower.org

Membership Form
Welcome and thank you for providing information so that we can better serve
you!
Title

First and Last Name

Home Address
ST

City

ZIP

Preferred Phone

Email address
Special Interests/Skills
How would you prefer receiving your AWS-Blanche Dean Chapter newsletter?

○By email

(Mark one):

○By U.S. mail

Would you like to receive email notices of AWS events?

○Yes

(Mark one):

○No

If you marked ‘Yes’, please select the list serve you prefer:

○AWS only

○AWS and other environmental non-profit organizations

Please select the type of membership you prefer:

○Individual $10/yr ○Family $15/yr
Make check payable to:

Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS
c/o Maryalys Griffis
2021 10th Ave. S., Suite 720
Birmingham AL 35205

You may provide this optional information if you like:
Employer___________________________________________________
Position/Title
Academic Degree
Field/Special Knowledge
The Blanche Dean Chapter would like to offer the opportunity to join the
Alabama Wildflower Society, our state organization.
Membership is open to anyone interested in Alabama’s native plants.
Dues are ○ $10 per year for an Individual membership or ○$15 per year for Family.
Please make check payable to: Margie Anderton, 271 Co. Rd 68, Killen, AL 35645.
Thank You!

Newsletter Spotlight
March 2, Monday at BBG—6:30pm—PotLuck Dinner and Marty Schulman
will talk about the history of the demise of the American chestnut, the impact
on the tree's social & ecological role, & the current efforts underway to restore
the tree to the eastern forests.
March 21, Saturday at 10:00am— Fieldtrip Ruffner Mountain Early Spring
Wildflowers/Early Budding Native Plants, meet Linda Sherk in the parking
lot at Ruffner Mt. Nature Preserve at 10:00AM. We will be looking for early
spring native plants. Bring water, snacks, hiking sticks and dress for the
weather. Please bring a $2 donation for The Ruffner Mt. Nature Preserve. I am
suggesting that we have lunch at the Irondale Café afterwards for lunch and a
chance to chat about the plants that we see. This is a moderate to difficult
hike. Questions: Linda Sherk 205-415-1643
March 28, Saturday at 8am—Field Trip to Lake Chinnabee and the Silent
Trail. Meet at Sam’s Club (3900 Grants Mill Rd., Irondale, AL 35210) near
the gas pumps at 8AM. Or meet us in the Lake Chinnabee parking lot at
9:30AM. We will hike around the lake before lunch and then check out the
Silent Trail after lunch. We will picnic if the weather is comfortable enough or
dine at the Cheaha State Park restaurant if too chilly to picnic. Hike around
lake is easy to moderate. Silent Trail is moderate to difficult. Bring a walking
stick for uneven terrain, water, snacks, lunch and wear hiking boots and clothing appropriate for the weather. Should be able to see trillium, phlox , Soleman’s plume, Soleman’s seal, toothwort, bloodroot, pussytoes, rue anemone,
alumroot, early saxifrage, galax, Iris cristata and verna and more in bloom.
Questions: Linda Sherk 205-414-1643 0r Patrick Daniel 205-913-2234
April 6, Monday at BBG regular meeting 7pm
April 19, Sunday Fieldtrip to Cane Creek Canyon
May 4, Birmingham Zoo at 7pm for joint meeting with Alabama Paleo
Society
May 16, Saturday Fieldtrip to Augusta Robinson’s Black Belt Prairie near
Greensboro.

ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY-BLANCHE DEAN CHAPTER

Minutes of November 3, 2014
Tonight’s meeting was held at the Birmingham Zoo Auditorium as it was a
joint gathering with the area Paleontological Society which was responsible for the
presentation by Dr. Jim Lacefield. The meeting commenced at some point following
7:00 p.m.
Dr. Lacefield is a retired adjunct professor of biology and earth sciences at the
University of North Alabama. He is the author of the notable “Lost Worlds in Alabama
Rocks”. He yet writes articles on our state’s geology, geologic history, and natural environment. His presentation tonight was entitled “Living Fossil Trees: Relics of Ancient Forests and Their Place in the Modern World”. The topic was a result of an urban
foresters’ conference in Florence earlier this year.
For starters, it was about four billion years ago that the Earth’s crust began to
cool, this therefore being the age of our planet’s oldest known rocks. Jumping ahead a
few seconds, it was during the “Coal Age”, some 320 million years ago, that multitudes of fern-like plants thrived. The ancient supercontinent, Pangaea, is formed.
During the Permian period, about 270 million years ago, tonight’s virtual guest
of honor, the ginkgo tree, appears. Some twenty (or thereabouts) million years later,
during the Triassic Period, appear the first dinosaurs. Pangaea begins to rift apart.
During the middle Jurassic Period, about 180 million years ago, the conifers make an
appearance. About fifty million years later, during the Cretaceous Period, they begin
some measure of decline. Flowering plants (angiosperms) come to be later. After the
Cretaceous Period, the Dawn Redwood appears.
The ginkgo, accompanied by the Norfolk Island pine, the Japanese cedar, and
the monkey puzzles in Chile, were singled out by name as being “living fossils”, in
actuality a Darwinian term. They are old, VERY old. Their survival in the face of so
many terrestrial and geologic changes during the course of time is phenomenal. Contributing to the ginkgo’s perseverance is its trait of small “trees” growing from the base
of mature trees. The Buddhist monks of centuries ago had a profound fascination for
the ginkgo. It is conceivable that they knew something which we don’t realize they
knew.
It is interesting that certain flora of Southeast Asia and southeast North America bear similar characteristics. The tulip tree is one such example.
The meeting adjourned shortly before 8:30 p.m. Our next meeting will be announced later.
Respectfully submitted,
Charles E. Gleaton, Recorder

Alabama Wildflower Society—Event Details
Come join us for our first spring meeting at Buck’s Pocket on April 10-12
2015. We will be staying at the Guntersville State Park lodge. A set of rooms
have been set aside for us. When making the reservations, mention the Alabama Wildflower Society and code #4846. Numbers to call are 256-571-5440
or 1-800-548-4553. Bluff side rooms are $110.00, parking lot side rooms are
$94. There are 9 (2 pet friendly) rooms on the bluff side, 5 rooms on parking
lot side. Each room is for 2 people (if more than 2 a $10 fee for each extra person) Check in time is 4:00 PM. Reservations must be made by March 10,
2015. Payment for first night is due when reservations are made. Dinner Friday is on your own. They have a seafood buffet on Friday or you can order
from the menu. Bring a picnic lunch for Buck’s Pocket.
Rachael Young will be our leader on Saturday. The dinner on Saturday night
will be at the lodge and will be $22.00 a person and must be to me before April
6th. Mail to Margie Anderton, 271 CR 68, Killen, Al 35645
John Gwaltney from Mississippi Native Plant Society will be our speaker on
Saturday night at the lodge.
Hope to see you all there!
Margie Anderton
Our second spring meeting will be May 1-3 in South Alabama at Spanish Fort.
Reservations can be made at the Holiday Inn Express at 251-621-1223. We
have 15 rooms with King beds reserved. Price is $94. Mention the AWS for
the group rate. This includes a full breakfast. Reservations must be made before April 10. Dinner plans for Saturday night will be announced later.
Saturday morning we will be visiting historic Blakely State Park ($3 admission
fee) on the Mobile-Tensaw Delta. Blakely is known for its spectacular plant
trails and boardwalks. (It is also know for mosquitoes so bring insect spray,
also extra shoes as we may be wet and/or muddy. Long pants are recommended.) It is the site of the last great Civil War battle and best preserved
trenches and breastworks from the war. After a PICNIC LUNCH YOU BRING
we will visit the Splinter Hill Bog Preserve. The Preserve has some of the
most visually impressive white-topped pitcher plant bogs globally. Fred Nations will be our leader and will be our speaker on Saturday night on “Southern
Wonders-A remarkable and unexpected diversity”
Margie Anderton

We the AWS: Blanche Dean Chapter are compiling a list of
places that Native Plants might be purchased in Alabama.
Please let us know if you have a recommendation.

2015 Spring Plant Sale will be held on April 10 -12

Native Plant Sale
04/25/2015
Admission: Free
Our annual sale of Native species plants
Join us at Long Leaf Cottage for our Annual Sale of native species plants.
http://ruffnermountain.org/

Night of A Thousand Flowers is Wednesday evening
April 15
Members day is April 16
Public Days are April 17 – 19

Environmental Education Workshop
Join us for a fun-filled day designed to help your family
discover the joys of the Great Outdoors with
Alabama State Parks!
This workshop is designed to give participants the skills and confidence
to explore the many outdoor recreational opportunities that Alabama
State Parks have to offer. For all ages, and all levels of experience!
Workshop features activities like:
Geocaching
Campsite set-up
-Tent set up and take down
- Campsite gear – chairs, lanterns, etc…
- Sleeping gear
-Campfire
Camp Cooking
- Open fire
- Camp stove use and maintenance
- Dutch Oven Cooking
Taking care of yourself in the great outdoors
-Planning your trip
-Guided and self-guided nature study
- Campsite cleanliness/safety
-State Park/Camping/Outdoor etiquette
Leave No Trace & Hiking for fun
Date: Saturday April 18, 2015
Time: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Where: Joe Wheeler State Park, Florence, Alabama. Picnic Shelter #1
Fee: Free & open to the public. Pre-registration is required, as workshop
is limited to 25 people. Call Joe Wheeler State Park at 256.247.5461 to
pre-register. Lunch is included.

