
Alabama Wildflower Society:  

Blanche Dean Chapter 

Dr. Molly Miller,  Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences at 
Vanderbilt University, studies ancient life, focusing on how animals 
interacted with their environment and how ecosystems have 
changed over the last 600 million years.  She has spent eight field 
seasons in Antarctica, both reconstructing > 250 million year old 
forests that grew near the south pole, and documenting modern 
processes and animal activity on the seafloor beneath multi-year 
sea ice in order to recognize signatures of this climate-sensitive 
environment in ancient deposits.  
Molly enjoys teaching at all levels but she is partial to  introducing 
all students (and everybody!) to basic geoscience. She has held a 
Vanderbilt Chair of Teaching Excellence (1995-1998) and has 
received the Jeffrey Nordhaus Award for Excellence in  
Undergraduate Teaching (2004),  and the Chancellor’s Cup (2007); 
nationally, she was named “Educator of the Year - 2005” by the 
Association of Women Geoscientists.  

" Thriving Polar Forests in Antarctica:  
Reconstructing Permian Forest Structure and  

Paleoclimate from Abundant Stumps in Growth Position.”   
 
We are excited to join the Alabama Paleo Society, May 4th, in a joint 

meeting in the Zoo Auditorium at 7pm.  This is our third joint meeting 
with the Alabama Paleontological Society.  Dr. Molly Miller from 

Vanderbilt, will speak to us on “Thriving Polar Forests in Antarctica”.  She will 
discuss the discovery of two closely spaced bedding planes with abundant in 
situ stumps (n=53; n=21) in the Permian Buckley Formation in the 
Beardmore Glacier area of Antarctica allowed reconstruction of forests that 
grew ~250 million years ago near the south pole at the time.  The trees were 
tall (12m -19m) and the forests dense, with up to 2505 trees ha-
1.   Estimated forest biomass and productivity were equivalent to that of 
most modern forests.  Highly productive high latitude fossil forests document 
how much warmer the poles were in the Permian than today and raise the 
question of whether they may be that warm again in the future.  

Calendar of Events 

May 4, Birmingham Zoo at 
7pm for joint meeting with 
Alabama Paleo Society 
 

May 9, Saturday  Fieldtrip 
to Keel Mtn., Bethel Springs 
Landtrust  
 

May 23, Saturday Fieldtrip 
to Augusta Robinson’s 
Black Belt Prairie near 
Greensboro. 

Wildflower and Paleo Meetings combined 

for May 4th meeting at the ZOO ! 

April 6, 2015 Minutes 

of the 

Blanche Dean Chapter, Alabama Wildflower Society 

 

     Our chapter meeting was held at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens and 

our president, Linda Sherk called the meeting to order.  She welcomed our 

group and asked if there were any changes to the minutes of our March 6, 
2015 meeting.  Marty Schulman had one correction  

“change from Korean chestnut to Chinese chestnut as the source for blight 

resistance for Alabama trees”. 
     Maryalys Griffis, treasurer, reported that we have $541.12 in the bank. 

     Dr. Ellen McLaughlin announced/reminded us of her “Spring  
Wildflowers” class on Saturday, April 11 at Samford University. This class 

was free and held from 9AM to 1PM. 

Marty Schulman introduced our speaker of the evening, Yohance Owens, 
Executive Director, of the Village Creek Society. Yohance began working 

for VCS in September of 2015. He replaced Dr. Mable Anderson as  

director. She is still an active member at the age of 84. 
     The Village Creek Society has been in existence for 35 years and  

concentrated its efforts primarily on flooding in the Ensley/Pratt City area.  
For years, VCS has held cleanups along Village Creek in the Ensley area. 

      Yohance has expanded the VCS to do outreach; the first such program 

was at the Norwood Resource Center for students in the third to sixth 
grades.  He recently participated in Career day at Barrett Elementary 

School.  
     VCS’s attention and efforts are being extended to the entire 44 miles of 

Village Creek, from the headwaters in Roebuck to Bayview Lake near 

Mulga.  Friends of East Lake Park and the Village Creek Society will join 
together in the future for cleanup of East Lake Park. 

     Current plans for the future include: canoeing on Bayview Lake,  

Outdoor Science Classroom, and working with the City of Birmingham to 
replace the Avenue F bridge whose buttresses catch trash which backs up 

the creek causing flooding. 
     Meeting concluded around 8:30pm.  Our next meeting will be on May 4, 

2015 at the Birmingham Zoo.  It is our third joint meeting with the Alabama 

Paleontological Society. 

Birmingham Zoo  Time: 7:00 pm Date: 05/04/15 

To whet your appetite for the May 4th 
APS meeting, this is a photo from my 

last trip to Antarctica that show Ant-

arctica fossils similar to ones we col-
lect in Alabama!  ... James Lowery 

 
 

CERTIFICATE IN NATIVE PLANT STUDIES - NEWS AND UPDATES 
 

Dear CNPS Participants: It’s been some time since I’ve sent you updates, so there is 
much information to share! 
 

Solon Dixon Center and Splinter Hill Bog 

If I were able to, I’d make sure everyone of you sees these two incredible locations 
so that you will understand why they are my top favorite places in Alabama to  
explore. There are still some spaces open for this trip. In the past we have spent all 
our time at Solon Dixon, which has enough wonder to keep us fascinated, but this 
year we have “gilded the lily” by including a foray to The Nature Conservancy’s 
Splinter Hill Bog  ` where grows the largest population of pitcher plants in the word 
~several acres of them! 
 
  

Upcoming CNPS Events 

Before slowing down a bit during the hot summer months, we have scheduled  
several more CNPS events, including: 
 

Almond Rock - A Piedmont Granite Dome (field trip) on Saturday, May 
16. I am so eager to return to this not-well-known location, which is unusual 
for Alabama and which will be a riot of color. 

Bibb County Glades (field trip) on May 27. By popular demand, we again 
travel to what is frequently referred to as “the botanical lost world,” a place 
that attracts botanists from all over the country. 

Special Volunteer Opportunity on Sat., May 30, from 8:30am till 2:30 p.m. 
 We have scheduled this special volunteer event for anyone who wants to be 

in The Gardens at a beautiful time of the year, and especially for those  
 wishing to earn volunteer hours. Our tasks will include many different  
 activities, planting, pruning, weeding and more.  

 

Remember that you don’t need to be enrolled in the entire program to  
attend these, or any of our CNPS events. To learn more about these classes 

 and other aspects of the program, and to register, go to  
bbgardens.org/native-plant-studies.php 

Central South Native Plant Conference  ~ Save the Dates  ~  

October 29, 30 & 31.    
This year’s conference promises to be the best ever, with notable speakers 

 offering plenary and concurrent session, workshops and field trips. There 
 will be books to buy and many native plants for sale. At the conference, we 
 will be holding a Certificate in Native Plant Studies program graduation (see 
 below).  

CNPS Graduation  
 At the above-referenced conference we will hold a graduation ceremony for 
 anyone who has completed their program requirements. Don’t miss out! 
 There is plenty of time between now and then to attend CNPS events and 
 accrue volunteer hours. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 We continue to gather in the Kaul Wildflower Garden most Tuesday and 

 Thursday mornings at 9 a.m. It’s a pleasant time of the year to garden, so let 
 me know if you’d like to join us. You don’t need to commit to coming 
 weekly.  

 

Additionally, we meet in the Potting Shed on Friday mornings at 9 a.m. for 
 our propagation workshops.  

 

If you are hoping to complete the entire CNPS program and are concerned 
 about earning the required volunteer hours, contact me and I’ll figure out a 
 way. There are plenty of tasks that don’t require a regular commitment and 
 some that don’t involve work in the garden. 

 

Remain Informed 

  The best way to keep abreast of upcoming volunteer sessions and other 
 events is to subscribe to our bi-monthly Dirt E-lert by going to The Gardens 
 homepage (bbgardens.org/index2.php) and entering your email address 
 near the bottom of the page where it says:  

 SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER 
 

Please share this information with anyone you think might be interested. As 
 always, please contact me with any questions, concerns or suggestions and 
 thank you for your interest! 

 

For The Gardens, 
 

John Manion 

Wild Flower Walk 

At 

Cahaba River National Wildlife Refuge 

(At the Turn Around on River Road…Approximately 1 mile down) 

Sunday, May 3 @2 p.m. 

Sponsored by the Friends of the Cahaba River NWR 

Led by Chuck Allen of Bibb Co. Citizens for Wildflowers 

Bring good walking shoes, hats, water, and bug spray 

  

For Questions Contact Suzanne McKinley 205-365-2723 

Suzie7mac@aol.com 

Email From: Margie Anderton  margmick271@aol.com  

Subject: State Meeting Spanish Fort 

Date: April 22, 2015 at 4:14:12 PM CDT 

 

As you know the meeting is May 1,2 & 3. I need 
to know immediately if you plan on eating  
Saturday night at the seafood restaurant. If not 
we are going to cancel the meal and just have 
the meeting. You can eat on your own or just 
get something from the menu. I've got to have a 
count of who is coming. Thanks 

Margie Anderton 

                                           Fieldtrip to Bethel Springs, NE Alabama 

                                                             May 9, 2015 

Come see the Huntsville Landtrust’s  newest addition with a fabulous waterfall at the south end of 

Keel Mt. It is not yet open to the public, so this is a rare treat. Bring water, snacks, picnic lunch. 

We recommend you wear clothes appropriate for hiking and use bug spray. 

Rachel Young is leading and you may contact her at rachel256@yahoo.com for more info. 

Blanche Dean Chapter members will be meeting at 8:30AM in the parking lot adjacent to 

McDonalds on Center Point Parkway/Hwy75(exit 134 off I-59).  Am allowing plenty of time for 

any stops that are needed. We will be meeting up with Rachel Young  by 10:30AM at the Publix 

at Hampton Cove Center(6707 Hwy 431S, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763. Questions: Linda 

Sherk 205-415-1643 cell. 

This hike will be about a mile there, then back. Easy to slightly moderate uphill there, easy down 

back. 2-3 hours. 

Field Trip To Augusta Robinson’s Place in the Black Belt Prairie On May 23, 2015 

 

  If you have never been to Augusta Robinson’s property near Greensboro, AL here is your 

chance.  We hope  to see plants found in the “Tallgrass Prairie Wildflowers” such as  

Scutellaria parvula (Small Skullcap), Penstamon pallidus (Pale Beard Tongue), Echinacea 

pallida(Pale Purple Coneflower), Ruellia humilis (Hairy Wild Petunia), Linum sulcatum 

(Grooved Yellow Flax), Ipomoea pandurate (Wild Sweet Potato), Asclepias viridis (Spider 

Milkweed), Asclepias viridiflora (Green Mildweed), Schizachyrium scoparium (Little  

Bluestem) and much more. 

  Meet Linda Sherk at 8:00Am in the Barnes & Nobles parking lot at the Summitt Shopping 

Center. It is approximately  1&1/2 hour drive. Bring a picnic lunch, water, snacks,  

bugspray. Wear long pants to protect against poison ivy and bugs and sturdy shoes. Area is 

mostly rolling hills and reasonably level. Augusta is providing drinks and dessert. 

  Directions: From the Summitt we will travel on I459 west until it intersects with I59 and 

head for Tuscaloosa. When we near Tuscaloosa look for the exit to Moundville or Hwy 69 

South. Drive through Moundville, 6 miles south of Moundville keep right onto AL Hwy 60, 

then left on AL 14 toward Greensboro. In Sawyerville turn right on Co. Rd. 17 across from 

the Post Office.  Augusta Robinson’s place is 4 miles on the right. Her cell is 205.394.9144. 

Questions: Linda Sherk 205.415.1643 

Ruffner Mountain’s  

Wine and  Cheese Hike 

May 2nd 
 
The season's second Wine and Cheese 
hike, here at Ruffner Mountain! Gather 
at our Tree House where a Ruffner staff 
member will lead you on a hike through 
the woods of Ruffner Mountain, guiding 
you to the spectacular Hawk’s View 
Overlook in time for sunset.  Once at the overlook we’ll sip select wines and  
nibble on gourmet cheeses and watch the city’s light transform.  An added  
bonus for May’s hike, we’ll descend the mountain under a full moon!  Call ahead 
to reserve your ticket  
$15 per person (or $10 for RMNP members) 205-833-8264 x17.  This a  
moderate hike with light backpack, covering about three miles round trip.  

SPRING  

WILDFLOWERS 

 

 
ELLEN W. MCLAUGHLIN 

NATURAL HISTORY COURSE  PD205 

SPRING 2015 

visit us on facebook 

www.alabamawildflower.org  
 

President - Linda Sherk 

 

Vice President of  Programs -   

Marty Schulman 

 

Vice President of field trips -   

Michelle Reynolds  

 

Treasurer -  

Maryalys Griffis 

 

Secretary -   

Debbie Pezzillo 

 

Editor/Web Site -  

Karen Hutchinson 

May 2015 News 

 
  

Great news!  Almost 200 people have sent over 700 messages to the       
governor, lieutenant governor, and legislators, and your voices have been 
heard. Governor Bentley has indefinitely postponed closing four parks that 
were scheduled to be shut down on May 1! This means that Bladon Springs, 
Buck's Pocket, Chickasaw, and Paul Grist State Parks will all stay open for 
business, at least for now. 

  

 

  

Unfortunately, the legislature still has not found a budget solution that would 
keep our state parks open long-term. Thank you for taking a stand for        
Alabama's state parks. Together, we can keep our parks open! 
Sincerely, 
Tammy Herrington 

Executive Director 

Earth Day at The Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
rescheduled for May 31 

Alabama’s longest-running Earth Day celebration will be moved 
due to the threat of severe weather 
– Earth Day at The Gardens has been rescheduled for May 31. The event honors veterans, a 
continuation of the USO Tribute Show that was held on April 22. The outdoor celebration 
takes place from 1-5 p.m. in the Formal Garden in front of the Conservatory. Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens looks back at the history of Victory Gardens, specifically World War II gar-
dens, through an archival display and educational activities inspired by 1945 and 
the war era. The Gardens grows forward by inviting community partners who are dedicated to 
continuing the traditions of urban food production and healthy communities and who provide 
activities and handouts on how attendees can join the movement. The event is free to the pub-
lic. 

bbgardens.org facebook.com/birminghambotanicalgardens twitter.com/
bbgardens 
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