AlabamaWildflower Society Blanche Dean Chapter
Julie Price speaks on Green Roofs
Please join us Monday, November 4th for our next meeting.
We are excited to announce that Julie Price will speak on
Green Roofs.

Date: Mon Nov 4 2013

Julie Price received her doctoral degree in Biology from UAB.
Her dissertation research focused on plant selection, physiology, and hydrology of vegetated roofs. Price holds a Bachelor
of Science in Natural Resources from the University of the
South Sewanee and a Master of Science in Horticulture from
Auburn University. She is currently working as the Coordinator
of Sustainability for UAB and instructor in the Department of
Biology. Her presentation will address the construction and
functionality of green roofs, in particular soil and plant selection, maintenance, and benefits.

Time: 7pm at
Birmingham
Botanical Gardens
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Julie G. Price is UAB’s first Coordinator of Sustainability. Price is responsible for developing and facilitating integration of a coherent, campus-wide
sustainability program by coordinating academic, research, operations, and
student sustainability activities.
Price is also teaching Human Population and the Earth’s Environment
(ENV108) lecture in the Department of Biology in an effort to further develop the connection of sustainability between academics and operations on
campus. The creation of this new position is an exceptional demonstration of
the ongoing commitment to sustainability at UAB Facilities.
Price began working with Facilities during her research program on vegetated roofs for her doctorate in the Department of Biology. She completed
her Ph.D. in Biology from UAB in May 2013. Price holds a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources from the University of the South: Sewanee and a
Master of Science in Horticulture from Auburn University. She has previously interned for the National Parks of St. Eustatius, Netherlands Antilles
and the Jackson Hole Land Trust. She is a member of the Southeast Campus
Sustainability Coordinators Network and the Alabama Academy of Science,
and has previously served as President of the Junior Board of the Friends of
the Birmingham Botanical Gardens.
ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY-BLANCH DEAN CHAPTER
Minutes of Sep. 9, 2013
Tonight’s meeting was a novel and creative one in that it was a special joint session
with the Alabama Paleontology Society. It began at approximately 7:00 p.m. at the Birmingham Zoo Auditorium. APA officers chaired and hosted the event. Speakers were
Dr. John Hall of the University of West Alabama , and Dr. Dana Ehret, paleontologist at
the Alabama Museum of Natural History, the former presenting first. The focus for both
speakers was the most important Cretaceous fossil locality in Alabama – the Harrell
Station exposures west of Selma, part of which have been owned by the Alabama Museum of Natural History for the past two decades.
According to Dr. Hall, William Bartram, the noted naturalist, had a good understanding
of the Alabama landscape at the time of his visit in 1775. (Dr. Hall could not conceal his
affinity and penchant for the longleaf pine ecosystem after all he is coauthor with Beth
Maynor Young on the book Longleaf.) Today’s Black Belt landscape was essentially
established 15,000 years ago , with the exception of the coast and some river details.
A BIG issue with the natural Black Belt landscape was the phenomenon of fire. It heavily influenced the degree of open land. Nonetheless, as the longleaf pine has a significantly long taproot, it was not particularly fond of the Black Belt soil, not so much for its
nutritional composition but for its impermeable-to-water chalk which can be as much as
1000 feet deep. Even more common were large stretches of canebrakes , another firelover as longleafs, and prairies and glades.
Prairies were not contiguous but patchy. The most common grass was bluestem.
There were many different species of flora. Red cedars are common now but not so in
more natural times as the cedar is highly susceptible to fire. The longleafs were on
higher elevations where once were water levels (terrace caps).
Ash was present, descended from long-ago volcanoes to the west. In places, gullies
formed in the chalk.
The longleaf pine ecosystem was said to be the most diverse in North America , and
possibly second only to the tropical rainforest in both Americas. The pine itself is heavily
resistant to the pine beetle.
Dr. Ehret is deeply involved with the study of fossils at Harrell’s Station. Currently, 130
acres are managed. The fossils are essentially the same as areas to the west as the
sites share the same ancient sea.
Gravels, sands, silts, and clays comprise geologic actions. The Black Belt chalk , Calcium Carbonate, was produced by tiny ancient organisms called coccolihlophores. Fossils discovered today are of dinosaurs, mosasaurs, turtles, and other fishes, etc.
Dr. Ehret concluded with a brief history of Harrell’s Station. Collections began in 1945
by C. Barber of the Field Museum of Chicago. For about two years, he was assisted by
R. Zangerl and Zangerl’s wife. The University of Alabama Museum began trips in the
1980’s and U of A bought the property in 1991. Upcoming is the University of West Alabama’s planned Museum of the Black Belt.
The program concluded at 8:55p.m. Great presentation! The time of our next meeting
will be made known later.
Respectfully submitted,
Charles E. Gleaton, Recorder
Sims Ecoscape
Build a Pollinator House,
Plant Sale,
& Brunch was a hit!
The pollinator workday at Sims
ecoscape had perfect weather and a
great core group of attendees. We had AWS members, noted author CLaire
Datnow stopped in and a wonderful and delicious brunch followed a productive
day of work and fun.
The main purpose of the day was to help construct a pollinator house which will
be habitat for a variety of native pollinators like mason bees, wood boring beetles, moths and
hover flies just to name a few. Small pieces of bamboo, reed and even cardboard were cut or
rolled into form and stuffed into nooks and crannies as receptacles for the nesting insects. A
roof was placed over the south facing structure and we will watch it seasonally to see if it needs
adjustment or cleaning out and also to see what uses it. Many of the materials were donated
and a bug thank you to all who brought something. Arnie Rutkis the gardens curator would be
happy to have volunteers on a weekly basis or as time allows for all interested in gardens, native
plants or sustainable gardening practices. Current workdays are Mondays but you may
schedule a more convenient time with him.

Schedule
Nov 1 CSNPC
Nov. 4, 2013 AWS
Meeting at BBG 7pm Julie Price will speak
on Green Rooftop
Plantings
March 3, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG 6pm Potluck Dinner Night
April 7, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG 7pm
June 2, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG 7pm
Sept. 8, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG 7pm

Native plants were also for sale and Arnie, who's
business is called Stoneshovel, grows many of these
from seed collected locally so you are not only
supporting local business but also local ecology when
purchasing from Stoneshovel. Feel free to contact him
via Facebook at www.facebook.com/simsecoscape or his
email: stoneshovel@charter.net or visit his website www.stoneshovel.com

BBG—"Native Plants of the Wetlands" offer
Certificate in Native Plant Studies students an
opportunity to visit the Solon Dixon Forestry
Education Center October 25 - 26
Executive Director Fred Spicer, Kaul Wildflower Garden Curator John Manion, Fred Nation and Curtis Hansen will lead this second
field trip and elective to the wetlands, this time in Fall, to study a different and very eclectic palette of plants. The elective on wetland
plants will include classroom and field work on Friday afternoon, covering various types of wetlands characteristics, their importance, flora,
delineation and conservation. Following breakfast on Saturday, students will trek to Solon Dixon, where they will explore many diverse
habitats of its 5,300 acres, ranging from lakes and streams that appear
turquoise in color and pitcher plant bogs to cypress ponds, longleaf
pine habitats and sand hills.
To learn more about this exciting field trip and to register online, visit
www.bbgardens.org/plantstudies.

We are sad to provide this belated notice that our members Eugene
and Pat Addor of Steele, Al. passed away November 21, 2012 at
their residence. Mr. & Mrs. Addor enjoyed wildlife, traveling, gardening and will be missed by their family and our society.
Friends of Red Mt Park - from Oct 2013 – Apr 2014 Friends of RMP will be
hosting a free “History Hike Series” offering a unique look into the rich iron ore mining
heritage of the Magic City! Each month we’ll showcase different historical sites at the park and
share the stories that underpin life in Birmingham from its earliest times through today.

Location: Meet at the main park entrance. From I-65, take Exit 255 and head West on Lakeshore Parkway
for 3 miles, then turn right onto Frankfurt Drive (please see map and link below). There’s a big Red Mountain
Park sign at the turn onto Frankfurt that you can’t miss! Please go to the end of the cul-de-sac and park
along the street.
http://www.friendsofredmountainpark.org/2013/10/history-hike-series-2013-2014/

http://www.bbgardens.org/central-south.php

CREEPY, CRAWLY SPIDERS OF ALABAMA
Aldridge Gardens
Tuesday, October 29
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Just in time for Halloween, learn about the fascinating world of spiders from the author of
Spiders of Eastern United States: A Photographic Guide.
Dr. Mike Howell of the Biology Dept. at Samford University will discuss his experiences
with spiders both in the wild and in the laboratory, and will teach participants how to
distinguish venomous from non-venomous spiders.
After class, we'll go on a fun-filled field trip in search of wolf spiders on the grounds of
Aldridge Gardens. Bring your flashlights and join us for a spiderific evening in this
family-oriented class for young and old alike - but definitely not the faint of heart!
This class is intended for both individuals and/or families to enjoy.

AWS-Blanche Dean Chapter Membership Request:
If you would like to pay your dues, please complete the attached membership form
and send it with your check made payable to:
Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS ...c/o Maryalys Griffis...2021 10th Ave. S., Suite 720 Bham AL 35205.

Individual Membership is $10; Family Membership is $15.
All members, past and present, may continue to receive the digital newsletter
version by email, however a mailed newsletter will require a paid membership.
send your email address to dkpezzil@bsc.edu
Remember that annual dues support the cost of our frequent gatherings, the speakers at the meetings, our field trips and the newsletter mailed to your home. If you
want to keep those aspects of the Society alive, please consider becoming a duespaying member. A Membership Form is enclosed for your convenience. Dues are
renewed each year at the March meeting banquet or can be mailed to Maryalys.

The Blanche Dean Chapter of the Alabama
Wildflower Society
Encompasses the Greater Birmingham Area.
To contact us with questions about our society…please email us at:
membership@alabamawildflower.org

Membership Form
Welcome and thank you for providing information so that we can better serve you!
Title__________ First and Last Name__________________________________________
Home Address __________________________________City________________________
ST______

ZIP____________ Preferred Phone (

)____________________________

Email address ________________________________________
Special Interests/Skills________________________________________________________
How would you prefer receiving your AWS-Blanche Dean Chapter newsletter?
(Mark one):
O By email
O By U.S. mail
Would you like to receive email notices of AWS events?
(Mark one):
O Yes
O No
If you marked ‘Yes’, please select the list serve you prefer:
O AWS only
O AWS and other environmental non-profit organizations
Please select the type of membership you prefer:
Make check payable to:

O Individual $10/yr

O Family $15/yr

Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS
c/o Maryalys Griffis
2021 10th Ave. S., Suite 720
Birmingham AL 35205

You may provide this optional information if you like:
Employer___________________________________________________
Position/Title________________________________________________
Academic Degree____________________________________________
Field/Special Knowledge_____________________________________________________
The Blanche Dean Chapter would like to offer the opportunity to join the
Alabama Wildflower Society, our state organization.
Membership is open to anyone interested in Alabama’s native plants.
Dues are O $10 per year for an Individual membership or
O $15 per year for Family.
Please make check payable to: Margie Anderton, 271 Co. Rd 68, Killen, AL 35645.
Thank You!

Moss Rock Preserve
field trip
enjoyed…
Except for the broken glass,
beer cans, fire rings, graffiti
and mounting trash, the
sandstone glade at Moss
Rock Preserve was very
pretty during our field trip on
October 5th. Nuttall's Rayless
Goldenrod (Bigelowia nuttallii) was in peak bloom. Its
bright gold dominated the gray landscape. Our group was small with just a few
members of the Blanche Dean Chapter of the Alabama Wildflower Society in attendance, but we met a new enthusiast who discovered the trip from Fresh Air
Family. Also along for the outing, Carl Sloan, a Biology Instructor at Jefferson
State Community College and a Naturalist at Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve
shared his knowledge of lichens, mosses, liverworts, and filmy ferns with the
group. Having a field lens added to the experience. Carl also brought with him a
garbage bag, which we filled with the empty cans and garbage left behind by others. It may be time to coordinate a cleanup day at Moss Rock Preserve! If anyone
is interested, let us know and we will plan a day.

TIP OF THE MONTH!
Marty Schulman wanted everyone to be aware of this
rare opportunity!
While I won't be able to get to this, I just found
out that the Ala Paleo Society (with whom we had the
joint meeting) is getting to collect @ some coal
mines in the Sumiton area that no-one's been to. It
promises to yield lots of Pennsylvanian plant fossil
material. Depending on how good the 1st site is,
they may go to a 2nd mine (also owned by the same
family). Of course you get to keep whatever you
find.
11-2-13,

9AM

WalMart Sumiton

Bring hard hat & safety glasses (knee pads recommended as well as digging tools, trowels, "allpurpose" i.e., toilet paper, flat cardboard boxes).
Must be @ least 18yo. If you go, introduce yourself
to Ashley Allen, heavy set guy with a major beard,
the trip leader, & mention me.
Marty

