Alabama Wildflower Society:
Blanche Dean Chapter March 2014
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Southern Wonder
Alabama’s Surprising Biodiversity
Monday, March 3, 2014 Birmingham Botanical Gardens
6:30 pm Potluck Dinner
7:00 pm Meeting
Birmingham Southern College ecologist Dr. Scot Duncan,
author of the newly released book, "Southern Wonder – Alabama’s Surprising Biodiversity," will be the featured speaker at
our March 3rd meeting. Dr. Duncan will be available to sign
copies of "Southern Wonder" after he leads a discussion about
his new book.
The State of Alabama ranks 5th nationally in biodiversity.
Dr. Duncan takes us on a journey through Alabama with insightful prose and 132 beautiful color illustrations. "Southern
Wonder" explores the coastal dunes of the Gulf of Mexico to
the Tennessee River Valley; interweaves ecology, meteorology,
evolution, and geology; and introduces species found only in
Alabama, including the cave salamander and the beach mouse.
Dr. Duncan’s book has already been hailed by Pulitzer Prizewinning author and naturalist Edward O. Wilson as “one of the
most important books ever written about Alabama … a call to
Alabama’s people to treasure and protect the state’s living heritage.”
Dr. R. Scot Duncan is an Associate Professor of Biology and Urban Environmental Studies at Birmingham-Southern College. Though he has worked in
Uganda, Antarctica and Latin America, he is currently studying endangered
species and ecosystems in Alabama, including the Ketona dolomite glades,
Montane Longleaf Pine woodlands and the Watercress Darter.

2014 Calendar of Events

Blanche Dean Chapter: Spring Field Trips!
Sunday, March 23, 2014
Donald E Davis Arboretum,
181 Garden Dr., Auburn, AL 36849 from 2:00 to
4:00PM. Meet Linda Sherk at noon in the Winn
Dixie parking lot in Chelsea, AL. Travel time is approximately 2 hours. For more information call
Linda @cell 205-415-1643 0r 205-672-9779. Arboretum Specialist, Patrick Thompson, will be there to
guide through the arboretum. Let’s do an early dinner on the way home. See website
http://www.auburn.edu/academic/cosam/arboretum/
index.htm

March 3, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG
6:30pm - Potluck Dinner Night
March 23 Field Trip—
Donald E Davis Arboretum, in Auburn
April 4 Field Trip—
Cloudland Canyon, GA
April 7, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG 7pm
April 26 Field Trip —
Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve
June 2, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG 7pm
Sept. 8, 2014 AWS
Meeting at BBG 7pm
Oct Field Trip—
Turkey Creek Nature
Preserve Pinson

visit us on facebook
President - Linda Sherk
Vice President of programs - Marty Schulman
Vice President of field trips - Michelle Reynolds
Treasurer - Maryalys Griffis
Recorder - Charles Gleaton
Editor/Web Site - Karen Hutchinson

Friday April 4 and Saturday, April 5, 2014
Cloudland Canyon
with Rachel Young (cell 256-503-8938) leading.
Hike on Friday for those coming early: West Rim Trail or Waterfall Trail We will meet at 1pm at the Interpretive Center inside the Park (see park
website for directions).
Saturday meet Linda Sherk (cell 205-415-1643) at Lowes in Trussville.
We will have to leave by 7:30AM in order to get to Sitton Gulch Trail by
10:30AM (time change to Eastern Standard). Bring picnic lunch and appropriate clothing for a hike. Don’t forget water and hiking stick.
Saturday: Stitton Gulch Trail - 1 mile plus, out/back starts very easy and
increases to moderate. We will meet in the parking lot at the trail turnaround at the base of the mountain in Trenton at 10:30am.
Directions to Sitton Gulch Trail Parking:
Take I-59 Exit #11 East toward Trenton.
Turn right on South Main St. Go a couple of blocks.
Turn left on Lafayette St. Go a couple of blocks.
Turn left on Canyon Park Drive
Bare right on County Highway 187.There is no real right turn on Cnty
Hwy 187 (it is also Canyon Park Drive) as it is a loop. Parking will be on
right at curve. Parking $5 per car.

April 26th Field Trip to
Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve
Meet @ Ruffner Rd @ Ruffner ball park @ 10:00. We will hike into the quarry area
expecting to see hoary puccoon, trillium, wild hyacinth, maybe shooting stars, etc.
Optionally lunch @ Irondale Cafe afterwards.

Ruffner Mountain was just lovely in the snow this year!

ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY-BLANCH DEAN CHAPTER
Minutes of November 4, 2013
Tonight’s meeting was held as customary at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. It was called to
order shortly after 7:00 p.m. by President Linda Sherk.
Chapter Treasurer Maryalys Griffis announced that we had $705.23 in our operating funds.
There were no other announcements.
Our topic for tonight was “Green Roofs”. The speaker was Julie Price, UAB’s very first Coordinator of Sustainability. She is responsible for coordinating academic, research, operations, and student sustainability activities. In conjunction with her duties and expertise, she has previously been
awarded two grants from the State AWS.
The concept of “green roofs” has a history dating back centuries. More can be learned of this
from a publication entitled “Hanging Gardens of Babylon, and Pompeii”. Cooling was a primary
function in ancient times.
Germany, Stuttgart in particular, can be considered the premier innovator and practitioner with
green roofs. Sod roofs are common in Scandinavia. Toronto, Canada is notable with the practice of
green (vegetation). In the U.S., Chicago is perhaps the leader.
For a green roof to succeed, there are such necessities as viable vegetation, a growing medium,
drainage and aeration, insulation, a roofing membrane, and structural support. Why “green roof”
vs. the traditional concrete and tar, or whatever? Some of the obvious to less obvious answers, regarding function, are energy conservation, roof membrane longevity, sound insulation, urban heat
island reduction, and storm water management. Aesthetics are also a variable in the equation.
Categorically, there are different types of green roofs. There is “the intensive” for the primary
use of function and the expectation of heavy traffic, and “the extensive” with plans for minimal
maintenance, decreased costs, and limited traffic.
Green Roofs are certainly a current growth industry. There is appreciable research underway
regarding the best flora to plant (“viable vegetation”). Sedum (succulent “desert-type“ growth)
holds promise. Coreopsis, pussy-toes, phlox, and some grasses have revealed success. Diversity
(polycultures), with irrigation, appears to be advisable, and in some cases, necessary. Weed control
is a matter of opinion with thought having to be given to the issues of both effectiveness and aesthetics.
Dr. Price is currently involved with several ongoing projects with plant selection, temperature
regulation, storm water mitigation, etc. Mr. Arnold Rutkus, manager of several ecoscapes in the
Birmingham area, was in our audience tonight and has promised to lend his expertise to some of
these projects. We thank Dr. Price for her dedication and talent.
The meeting adjourned shortly before 8:15 p.m. We will again convene after the winter in early
’14.
Respectfully submitted,
Charles E. Gleaton, Recorder

Birmingham Audubon Society
Field Trip
Saturday, March 22, 2014
The Pocket/Shirley Miller Wildflower Trail
All-day Field Trip
Departure time: 7 a.m.
Field Trip destination will be The Pocket and the Shirley Miller Wildflower
Trail in northwest Georgia. We will join the Birmingham Audubon campers at
Cloudland Canyon State Park and travel approximately a half hour to The
Pocket. The Pocket and the Shirley Miller Wildflower Trail (the Boardwalk,
just to shorten the name) are located in the Crockford-Pigeon Mountain Wildlife Management Area, a 15, 527 acre complex of forested uplands, oak-hickory
woods and scattered pine-hemlock groves. The WMA has been recognized as a
state (Georgia) Important Bird Area by National Audubon as it provides excellent migration routes for many songbirds as well as undisturbed breeding locations for species of concern. It was chosen by the State of Georgia as the location for a reintroduction effort of the Golden Eagle. At the Boardwalk may be
found a lush assemblage of fascinating and rare wildflowers. Pocket Branch
flows along the base of a steep hardwood ridge. The moist environment is home
to some 2 dozen species of wildflowers including Dutchman’s breeches, yellow
wood (celandine) poppy, Virginia bluebells, 3 species of trillium, bloodroot and
others. This will be peak wildflower blooming time, and should be incredibility
beautiful.
Meeting Location: Birmingham Botanical Gardens, 2612 Lane Park Road, Birmingham, AL 35233. We will leave the gardens at 7 a.m. and arrive early
enough to carpool if desired. You need a full tank of gas, picnic lunch, snacks
and drinks. Dress accordingly; it may be cooler at our destination
Directions: After leaving the Gardens we travel via Red Mountain Expressway
to Interstate-59. Follow I-59 to exit 11, Trenton GA/White Oak Gap Road, take
ramp right, east onto GA 136 through Trenton for 8 miles to Cloudland Canyon
Park Rd. Turn left into the park and proceed to the picnic area. This is a 2-hour
drive - 135 miles.
Trip leader Susan Barrow 205-942-8667 or cell 205-253-8667
Greg Harber, 205-251-2133, will lead the caravan to the park from Birmingham

Audubon Teaches Nature

Twenty-third Season

Barred owl adult 001The Audubon Teaches Nature (ATN) seminar series
is a joint effort of the Alabama Wildlife Center, Birmingham Audubon Society, Friends of Oak Mountain and the Oak Mountain Interpretive Center.
The seminar topics were selected to appeal to a range of natural history interests for all age levels, and it is especially hoped that families with children will attend these family-friendly seminars together. Seminars are presented either in the Alabama Wildlife Center (AWC) or Mountain Interpretive Center (OMIC) in Oak Mountain State Park, Pelham, Alabama.
Be sure to come early and enjoy some refreshments and conversation in the
Observation Room at the Alabama Wildlife Center, then, when it is time
for the program, we will proceed to the auditorium for the presentation.
There is no charge for attending the seminars, but a $3.00 per person fee to
enter the park is required.
Audubon Teaches Nature 2014 Schedule:
Sunday, March 9th, 2:00 p.m.
"Spring Wildflowers"
Larry Davenport and Mike Howell,
Guest Speakers (OMIC)
Sunday, April 13th, 2:00 p.m.
"Return of the Spring Migrants ~
Great Expectations!"
Greg Harber, Guest Speaker (AWC)
Sunday, May 4th, 1:00 p.m.
"Butterflies ~ Nature's Bejeweled Winged Wonders"
Vitaly Charny, Guest Speaker (OMIC)

Spring Plant Sale returns to the former J.C. Penney location
at Century Plaza April 11 - 13
The largest plant sale of the year returns April 11 - 13 to the former J.C. Penney location at
Century Plaza. Magic City plant enthusiasts will have an opportunity to shop a vast selection
to include thousands of annuals, perennials, biennials, trees, shrubs, natives, herbs, vegetables, tropicals and much more. The sale is open to the public on Friday from 9 - 7 p.m., Saturday from 9 - 5 p.m. and Sunday from 11 - 3 p.m. Things begin on Thursday, April 10 with
the Preview Party and exclusive Members-Only Sale.
Mark your calendars and join us this April 11-13! Funds raised from plant sales at The Gardens benefit its educational mission including its flagship program, Discovery Field Trips,
which has provided a free, curriculum-based science education to nearly 100,000 Birmingham students over the last decade. Spring Plant Sale is one of the two largest annual fundraisers at Birmingham Botanical Gardens.
For more information about the sale and to learn more about our golden-themed Signature
Plants and see inventory lists as they become available, bookmark www.bbgardens.org/
springplantsale.

Turkey Creek Nature Preserve will be building a
Pollinator Garden and is requesting plant donations.
...if you have any of these plants it would really help in our efforts to create a
wonderful habitat for bees, butterflies, hummingbirds and other insects. If you
have any suggestions or would like to volunteer please contact Karen Hutchinson at Karen_hutchinson@bellsouth.net. We appreciate your help!
Common Milkweed
Devil's-bit
Purple Prairie Clover
Pale Purple Coneflower
White Wild Indigo
Eastern Swamp Milkweed
Rose Mock Vervain
Azure Blue Sage
Narrowleaf Mountain Mint
Eastern Purple Coneflower
Lavender English
Eastern Bluestar
Georgia Savory
Maryland Golden Aster
Golden Star Green-and-gold
Sweet Goldenrod
RosinWeed
Wild Petunia
Cylindrical Small head Blazing Star
Hairy Sunflower
Wild Bergamot
Lanceleaf Anemone
Coral Honeysuckle Vine
Cobaea Beardtounge

Please bring your plant donations to our March 3rd meeting.
Thank you so much!

This is the site at Turkey Creek where the Pollinator Garden is planned.
As you can see it is crying for some TLC. We plan to include a Pollinator
House as well as native wildflowers from the poster above.

State—Alabama Wildflower Society
2014 SPRING MEETING:
Message from Richard and Nancy Cobb
Hello to all,
We have plans for our first spring trip, back to Mountain Fork north
of Huntsville. If you missed the trip last year you have another
chance to see a truly remarkable area. Ann has made arrangements
with Mr. Davis for another visit on March 22, so mark your calendar. Brian hopes the Dutchman Breeches will be in bloom as
should lots of other things.
We will let you know plans as we confirm them. As you are aware
we were unable to have our fall meetings so we will need to have a
short business meeting and present a slate of officers.
We will once again ask the presidents of each society to be on the
nominating committee, so if you would like to volunteer for an office, please let them know.
So, if you are a chapter president, please serve with Alice Taylor as
chairperson and prepare us a slate of officers to be presented at our
March 22 meeting.
Anne Kitchens has a few rooms set aside at The Candlewood Suite
Hotel at 3810 University Dr. in Huntsville. 1-800-439-4745 or 1256-721-1000 Mention Alabama Wildflower Society for $62.00
rate.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: State Lands Division
February 12, 2014

334-242-3484

Second Forever Wild Listening Session at
Five Rivers on February 20
The Alabama State Lands Division will hold the second of three public listening sessions on
Thursday, February 20, 2014, at the Five Rivers Delta Resource Center, 30945 Five Rivers
Blvd., Spanish Fort, Ala., 36527. The listening session will begin at 6 p.m. with a brief presentation about the Forever Wild Land Trust program. The meeting will then be opened to
receive comments from the public regarding suggested program goals for the future.
The public listening sessions are focused on assisting with the development of a draft longrange plan document for the Forever Wild Land Trust program. Once completed, this draft
document will also be available for further public review and comment before being finalized. The initial five-year plan, once developed, will outline goals related to future Forever
Wild land acquisitions, anticipated activities on currently held Forever Wild lands and anticipated activities of the Forever Wild Land Trust Board and will be updated on five-year
increments.
The third listening session will be held at Jefferson State Community College - Shelby Campus, 4600 Valleydale Rd., Birmingham, Ala., 35242 on February 27, 2014. The first session
was held in January 2014.
In addition to these public listening sessions, the public can provide written comments
through the Forever Wild website, www.alabamaforeverwild.com/index.php/five-year-plan.
The Forever Wild Land Trust began in 1992 with the passing of Alabama Constitutional
Amendment 543. This amendment was passed by 83 percent of voters during that year’s
general election. The constitutional amendment provided funding for this state land acquisition program for 20 years. During the 2012 general election, Alabama voters again passed a
constitutional amendment reauthorizing the funding of the Forever Wild Land Trust program for another 20 years.
During its first 21 years, the Forever Wild Land Trust program completed the acquisition of
104 tracts of land totaling 240,678 acres. These public lands are found within 26 of Alabama’s 67 counties providing Alabamians and visitors with opportunities for hunting, fishing, hiking, trail riding, wildlife viewing and other outdoor enjoyment as well as preserving
the state’s natural heritage. All of this acreage is public land managed as nature preserve/
recreation areas, additions to wildlife management areas and additions to Alabama State
Parks.
The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources promotes wise stewardship, management and enjoyment of Alabama’s natural resources through five divisions:
Marine Police, Marine Resources, State Lands, State Parks, and Wildlife and Freshwater
Fisheries. To learn more about ADCNR, visit www.outdooralabama.com.

