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“Realigning Ruffner's
actions as a non-profit”
Don’t miss our next meeting Monday, May 2,
7 p.m. at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens, where
our speaker will be Carlee Sanford, Ruffner Mtn.’s
new Executive Director. Carlee will share with us her
ideas concerning Ruffner’s future development and its
projects for the next 2-3 years. Although new to her
job, she’s not new to the mountain by any means.
In the past few years, Carlee has introduced “tons” of
people to Ruffner. In fact, she loves Ruffner so much
that she and her fiancée bought a house only ¼ mile
As someone who once hiked half of the Appalachian
Trail solo, she says that now she can hike to work!
Carlee holds a Bachelor of Science in Marketing from the University

of Alabama. Before accepting the directorship at Ruffner Mountain, she served
as Client Services Director for Scout Branding Company, a Birmingham
advertising and marketing company in Birmingham. Her clients included
Alabama Power, Shoal Creek Properties, and Steel City Pops. Ruffner Mtn.’s
Development Director says about Carlee – “she knows how to market stuff,
how to manage things and how to solve problems. Odds are that
Carlee will lead Ruffner to greater and greater heights --- no small task
since Ruffner is, well, already a mountain!”
Carlee Sanford, Exec. Director
Ruffner Mtn.

Mark Your Calendars!
Saturday, April 30: Don’t miss Ruffner Mountain’s sale of more than 40 native plants 9 - 2.
Monday, May 2: Hear speaker Carlee Sanford at our monthly chapter meeting.
Sunday, May 15: Brittany Hughes, naturalist, will lead a hike at DeSoto State Park for the Blanche
Dean Chapter of AWS.
Saturday, June 4: Hike to Ruffner Mtn’s limestone quarry with Michelle Reynolds.

More events around the state

More Events Around the State
Tuesday, May 3 Annual Invasive Plant Council Conference at Lanark NaturePlex, Millbrook, AL for
more information http://www.se-eppc.org/alabama

Friday & Saturday May 6-7 Aldrige Gardens Spring Plant Sale in Aldridge Gardens, Hoover. Friday

9-5:00 p.m. and Saturday 9 – noon.

Saturday, May 7 24th Annual Wildflower Saturday at DeSoto State Park for more information: Brittney
M. Hughes, Naturalist, DeSoto State Park, 7104 DeSoto Parkway NE Fort Payne, AL. 35967, Office: 256.997.5025
OR Fax: 256.845.8286 Email Brittany.Hughes@dcnr.gov

Saturday, May 7 The Huntsville Native Plant Society has an outing at the Swann Covered Bridge (Blount
County), Brian Finzel is leading and can be contacted at 256-508-8848.
Brittany Hughes is leading a hike at DeSoto
Dean Chapter. We will visit several glades
with unusual plants, including Pink
Lady Slipper, Mt. Laurel, wild ginger,
Catesby’s Trillium, sweet shrub,
yellowroot, NewYork Fern, wild geranium,
cucumber magnolia, wild camelia,
Rosebay Rhododendron, yellowstar grass,
Trailing Arbutus, Galax, Catawba Rhododendron, Royal fern, Rattlesnake Plaintain, False Hellobore and many
more. Total est. miles are 2 (however, we will have the option on the trail to take a shorter route back). Rocky
terrain but no major inclines.

Sunday, May 15 Naturalist

State Park for the Blanche

** From Birmingham: we will meet at Lowe’s in Trussville(on Edward’s Lake Rd.) at 11AM and meet Brittany
Hughes at 1PM at the park Nature Center. Bring water and snacks, bug spray and dress according to the
weather. For more information contact Linda Sherk 205-415-1643 or blt111@bellsouth.net
Wednesday, May 18 Annual Fern Society Lecture at 4PM @ the BBG. Dr. W. Carl Taylor will present “The
Case of the Promiscuous Quillwort”.

Saturday, May 21, 2016 : Cahaba Lily Festival in West Blocton, Alabama.
Friday & Sat, May 21-22 Mentone Rhododendrum Festival in Mentone, AL.
Saturday, June 4: Hike to Ruffner Mtn’s limestone quarry with the Blanche
Dean Chapter and Michelle Reynolds to see the blooming false aloes (Manfreda
virginica). The quarry is home to redbuds, eastern red cedar, rusty blackhaw,
and gnarled hackberry trees. Grasses dominate the landscape where
Lindheimer’s beeblossom, wild bergamot, wild petunia and butterflyweed,
whorled leaf, and green milkweeds bloom throughout the summer. Questions, call Michelle at 9147077 or email coverings@bham.rr.com.
Meet in the parking lot of the nature center at 9 a.m. to begin the 1.5-mile hike to the quarry floor. For
a shorter hike, park at the Irondale Ball Fields on Ruffner Road and access the trail directly across the
street to proceed to the quarry. Wear sturdy shoes and bring plenty of water and snacks. For more
facts, geology & ecology of Ruffner see ruffnermountain.org and trekbirmingham.com/places/ruffnermountain/. After the hike, we’ll lunch at East 59 Vintage & Café, 7619 1st Ave. N. 35206.

McKinley Farm boasts outstanding plant diversity
Many thanks to Suzanne McKinley for inviting
us to her family farm on Sunday, March 13,
where we had a beautiful walk along Tannehill
Creek. The hike was sponsored by Friends of
the Cahaba River NWR & BCCW and was led
by Linda Sherk of the Bibb Co. Citizens for
Wildflowers & the Blanche Dean Chapter of AWS.

Minutes of April 4, 2016
ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY - BLANCH DEAN CHAPTER
Linda Sherk, our president, welcomed 41 guests and members who gathered by 7:00 p.m. at the Birmingham Botanical
Gardens for our April, 2016 meeting. Many of our guests were members of the herpetological society who were there to hear
our speaker, Dr. Mark Bailey.
Members Present: Linda Sherk (President), Marty Schulman (Vice President) , Carol Ogle, Peggy and James Lowery, Ken
and Alicia Hall, Kim Waites, Ida Gleaton, Karen Hutchinson, Chris Underwood (Newsletter), Patrick Daniel, Claire and Boris
Datnow, Carol Hunt, Margaret Murphy (Newsletter), Susan Hammack (state President), Debbie Corn, Ellen McLaughlin,
Rhonda Miles, Ann Katholi, Kay Turner, Noah and Cheryl Bowman, Kathleen and John Stack, and Debbie Pezzillo (Secretary
and state Vice President). Guests: Ken and Vicki Marion, Raymond Corey, Kendra Wakefield, Jeff and Justin Gregg, Marie
Rush, Chris Oberholster, Rosie McKinney, Frauken Collinson, Glen and Sandra Allinson, and Dick and Sheilah Mills.
A short business meeting ensued:
Minutes From March 7 Meeting
Minutes from the last meeting (published in the March newsletter) were approved
Treasurer’s Report (Ida Gleaton)
$911.47
Announcements (Linda Sherk)
Kim Waites, wilderness coordinator for Wild South, to lead evening hike at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve on Sunday, April 10.
Meet at the front gate at 6 PM. Free course on The Tree, PD 207 offered by Dr. Ellen McLaughlin, Saturday, April 9 from 9
AM-1 PM in Room 242 of Probst Science Hall at Samford University.
State Spring Meeting (Susan Hammack)
April 8-10 in Florence
Accommodations at the Comfort Suites, Florence
Friday trip to Maria Wall’s terraced garden
Saturday trip to Jim and Irene Fowler’s wildflower woodland garden
Saturday lunch at Margie Anderton’s (state treasurer) garden
Saturday night AWS meeting. Program with the American Chestnut Foundation
Sunday trip to native plant garden at the TVA Reserve. Hike the bluff.
Second State Spring Meeting
Solon-Dixon Forestry Educational Center near Andalusia
5300 acres include Blue Pond, Blue Springs, a seepage bog with pitcher plants, Iron Rock, a limestone cave on the Conecuh
River, an ephemeral Bald Cypress swamp, open fields of unique Coastal plain endemic species. See March newsletter or the
state website (www.alwildflowers.org) for details
Motion (Linda Sherk)
To become an affiliate of the Native Plant Conservation Campaign of San Francisco that is drafting a bill to the Federal
government to protect native plants. Motion seconded and carried.

Speaker
Marty Schulman introduced our speaker, Mark Bailey who has co-authored a book, Turtles of Alabama along with Craig Guyer
and Robert H. Mount. Bailey is co-founder and senior biologist with Conservation Southeast, Inc., a company specializing in
conservation of native habitats and species of the southeastern United States. He was zoologist for The Nature
Conservancy's Alabama Natural Heritage Program from 1989 to 1997.
Turtles of Alabama is the first volume in a series that updates an earlier book by Robert Mount called Reptiles and
Amphibians of Alabama. Succeeding volumes include lizards and snakes, frogs, and salamanders.
“With thirty-nine known species, Alabama harbors more turtle species than any other state in the nation, and its
mobile River basin is the center of the world’s greatest biodiversity in turtles, surpassing all other river systems around the
globe, including the Amazon and the Nile.” (from Turtles of Alabama)
Alabama’s turtles are in serious trouble. Their dwindling numbers are attributed to the actions of saboteurs, road kills,
habitat destruction through development, predation of nests by raccoons and fish crows, crab trap drownings, and eroded river
banks that are too steep for turtles to climb. Turtles are also threatened worldwide. However, some protective measures have
been enacted. The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife and Freshwater
Fisheries in 2005 developed its State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) and has compiled the best data to identify those species
most in need of conservation action. A subcommittee has identified 11 turtles as being of immediate conservation need.
Bailey introduced us through a slide show and annotations to each of the 39 known Alabama turtle species. The
Leatherback Sea Turtle is the largest turtle alive on land and sea measuring up to 8 feet long. Its carapace length alone
averages from just over 3 feet to almost 6 feet. It is one of the 11 turtles in immediate conservation need. The Mississipi
Diamond Back Terrapin is endangered and protected in Alabama.

Drawing by Ava Bailey
Despite conservation efforts including the marking and releasing of 100 terrapins along the Mobile coast, the
Diamond Back’s numbers are still low. Adult terrapins drown in crab traps that are common along Alabama’s coast. Raccoons
and Fish Crows also raid the terrapins’ nests.
Alabama’s state turtle, the Red-Bellied is also endangered and is of highest concern. One successful attempt to save
them from traffic by constructing a fence along the Highway 90 causeway prompted the Alabama Department of
Transportation to add 3.4 miles to the original fence that was constructed by volunteers. Bailey did encourage the helping of
turtles trying to cross the road. He warned first to insure one’s own safety. And then proceed to move the turtle to the side of
the road that it is facing. Otherwise, the turtle may never make it because it continuously pulls into its shell as each car
passes.
Bailey concluded with a beautiful quote by Archie Carr, Handbook of Turtles, 1952:

“The Cenozoic came, and with it progressive drought, and the turtles joined the great hegira of swamp and
forest animals to steppe and prairie, and watched again as the mammals rose to heights of evolutionary
frenzy reminiscent of the dinosaurs in their day, and swept across the grasslands in an endless cavalcade of
restless, warm-blooded types. Turtles went with them, as tortoises now, with high shells and columnar,
elephantine feet, but always making as few compromises as possible with the new environment, for by now
their architecture and their philosophy had been proved by the eons; and there is no wonder that they just
kept on watching as Eohippus begat Man o' War and a mob of irresponsible and shifty-eyed little shrews
swarmed down out of the trees to chip at stones, and fidget around fires, and build atom bombs.”
Copies of Turtles of Alabama were on hand for purchase. It is published through The University of Alabama Press and is
a Gosse Nature Guide. All copies on hand were sold.
The time of our next meeting is Monday, May 2 at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens @ 7 PM. Carlee Sanford, Director
of Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve, will be our speaker.
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie K. Pezzillo,
Secretary BD-AWS
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Blanche Dean Chapter
members enjoyed a wonderful
weekend in Florence, Alabama, where
we saw many beautiful and interesting
gardens.
Margie Anderton, our state
treasurer, took us to three private
woodland gardens and to the Muscle
Shoals Native Plant Garden that she
and members of the Florence group
established.
We also hiked a bluff over the
Tennessee River in an established
protected area with many beautiful
flowers – including the reticent, Jack-inthe-Pulpit
Thanks so much, Margie, for all
you did to arrange a perfect weekend.
Thanks, too, to homeowners, Maria
Wall, Jim and Irene Fowler, and to our
guides, Charles Rose and Leon Bates!

Annual dues support the cost of our frequent gatherings, the speakers at the meetings, our field trips and the
newsletter. Although membership dues are accepted throughout the year monies are formally collected
at the annual pot luck meeting in March.
If you would like to pay your dues, please make your check payable to
Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS and send it to our treasurer:
Ida Gleaton - 3201 Argonne Forest Lane - Duncanville AL 35456

Individual Membership is $10; Family Membership is $15.
Thanks for supporting our society with your membership.

visit us on facebook
www.alabamawildflower.org
President - Linda Sherk
Vice President of Programs - Marty
Schulman
Treasurer – Ida Gleaton
Secretary - Debbie Pezzillo
Newsletter – Chris Underwood
Web Site - Karen Hutchinson

